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ABSTRACT: The rapid evolution of automotive lighting systems has increased the demand for intelligent LED driver 

architectures that ensure high reliability, safety, and operational resilience. This paper presents a Thermal-Aware 

Functional Safety Architecture for Automotive LED Drivers, augmented with AI–Cloud machine learning (ML) 

and natural language processing (NLP) to enhance predictive diagnostics and system transparency. The proposed 

framework integrates real-time thermal monitoring, fault prediction, and safety state transitioning to mitigate 

overheating risks and functional degradation in high-intensity LED modules. Cloud-based ML models provide 

multivariate analysis for anomaly detection, while NLP-driven interfaces enable automated reporting, event 

interpretation, and human-readable safety recommendations. 

 

To strengthen system robustness, the architecture embeds cybersecurity controls, including secure communication 

channels, anomaly-driven intrusion detection, and access-controlled firmware updates. Additionally, the framework 

incorporates fraud detection analytics to protect connected automotive billing, warranty, and supply-chain data. A 

cross-domain disease analytics module is introduced to support driver health monitoring and vehicle–occupant safety 

correlations in next-generation smart vehicles. The unified architecture demonstrates improved thermal stability, 

reduced failure probabilities, enhanced cyber protection, and comprehensive multi-modal analytics capabilities. This 

work contributes a scalable, AI-driven, and functionally safe LED driver ecosystem for intelligent automotive 

platforms. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Modern vehicles increasingly rely on complex electronic subsystems, among which lighting plays a crucial role not 

only for visibility and signaling but increasingly for design, user experience, and advanced safety functions. 

Automotive Light Emitting Diode (LED) drivers — responsible for powering, controlling, and protecting LED lighting 

modules — have evolved from simple constant-current sources to feature-rich integrated circuits offering diagnostics, 

thermal protection, dimming, dynamic animations, and communication interfaces. However, as LED drivers become 

more capable and lighting systems more dynamic (animated taillights, adaptive light patterns, ambient interior lighting, 

headlamp adjustment), the risks associated with faults, thermal stress, and complex interactions have grown. A single 

LED-driver failure — e.g., due to overtemperature, overcurrent, or a latent hardware fault — can degrade visibility, 

compromise safety, or even contribute to larger system failures. 

 

The automotive industry addresses these risks formally via the standard ISO 26262, which defines a lifecycle and 

requirements for achieving functional safety of electrical/electronic (E/E) systems in vehicles, classifying hazard risk 

levels via Automotive Safety Integrity Levels (ASILs). (Wikipedia) Hardware components such as LED driver ICs 

increasingly come with ASIL-compliant designs. For example, modern multi-channel LED driver ICs offer thermal 

shutdown, LED open/short detection, overcurrent protection, and fail-safe outputs — all required for safety-level 

compliance. (elevationmicro.com) Yet functional safety at hardware level alone may not suffice in the face of evolving, 

dynamic, and context-dependent risk factors: thermal variations across environmental conditions, manufacturing 

variabilities, supply-chain issues, long-term wear, and complex system interactions. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISO_26262?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://elevationmicro.com/transforming-automotive-front-lamp-technology-with-aec-q100-certified-led-drivers/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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At the same time, rapid advances in cloud computing, machine learning (ML), data analytics, and enterprise resource 

planning (ERP) systems offer new opportunities to enhance automotive subsystem reliability. An integrated 

architecture combining in-vehicle functional safety with cloud-based analytics and supply-chain governance can enable 

predictive maintenance, real-time diagnostics, adaptive safety policies, and traceability — extending safety beyond 

isolated hardware compliance to continuous, system-wide risk management. 

 

This paper proposes a next-generation automotive LED driver safety architecture that builds upon three pillars: 

1. Thermal-aware, functional-safety compliant LED driver hardware — ensuring baseline safety under faults, 

over-temperature, over-current, and electrical failures, meeting ASIL requirements. 

2. AI–cloud ML & NLP analytics — ingesting telemetry (temperatures, currents, ambient conditions), historical 

usage, maintenance logs, warranty and field-service data, and supply-chain metadata (from ERP), to detect patterns 

leading to failure, predict risks, and advise interventions. Unstructured data such as service reports are processed via 

NLP to extract insights. 

3. Cybersecurity, supply-chain traceability and governance — ensuring data integrity, secure communications 

(e.g., OTA updates), end-to-end traceability (manufacture → deployment → maintenance → recall), and compliance 

with safety and audit requirements. 

 

In combining these, the architecture aims not only to meet traditional functional safety goals but to enhance robustness 

via predictive maintenance, adaptive safety thresholds, early anomaly detection, and full lifecycle traceability. This 

approach transforms LED-driver safety from a static, component-level compliance exercise into a dynamic, 

system-level safety ecosystem. 

 

The contributions of this paper are: 

 A comprehensive design for a thermal-aware, functional-safety compliant LED driver integrated with cloud-based 

AI, supply-chain ERP, and cybersecurity layers. 

 Detailed methodology for telemetry collection, feature engineering, ML/NLP modeling, and decision orchestration 

for adaptive safety. 

 A preliminary evaluation (simulation and prototype) demonstrating improved fault detection, early warning, and 

reduced risk under thermal stress and varying operating conditions. 

 Discussion of trade-offs, challenges, and operational considerations for real-world adoption. 

The remainder of the paper is structured as follows. Section 2 reviews prior work and relevant technologies (LED 

driver safety, ISO 26262, cloud ML in automotive, ERP supply-chain, cybersecurity). Section 3 describes the proposed 

architecture and methodology. Section 4 presents results and discussion. Section 5 concludes and outlines future work. 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

Automotive LED Drivers and Thermal/Functional Safety 

Automotive LED driver ICs have matured significantly. Manufacturers now offer AEC-Q100 qualified, multi-channel 

drivers designed for exterior and interior lighting that integrate thermal protection, open/short detection, and fault 

reporting. (Nexperia) For instance, a 12-channel, 40 V high-side LED driver launched by a leading vendor offers low 

forward-voltage drop — reducing heat generation — combined with independent channel control, PWM dimming, and 

built-in fault/over-temperature protection. (Nexperia) Another example includes drivers that support thermal 

monitoring and temperature compensation to maintain stable LED performance across the full automotive temperature 

range (e.g., –40 °C to 125 °C). (Melexis) 

 

But hardware-level protections have limitations. Thermal events may be transient or build over time; latent degradation 

(e.g., solder fatigue, driver-IC drift) may evade threshold-based thermal shutdown; dynamic lighting patterns and 

variable loads (e.g., animated exterior lighting) complicate thermal and current profiles; environmental factors (ambient 

temperature, airflow, package heating) vary widely. Therefore, relying solely on static thermal thresholds may not 

provide adequate protection for long-term reliability and functional safety. 

 

The functional safety standard ISO 26262 defines a systematic lifecycle for ensuring safety of E/E automotive systems, 

including hazard analysis, risk classification (ASIL), redundancy, diagnostics, fail-safe behavior, and validation. 

(Wikipedia) Many automotive subsystems — such as power distribution, body electronics, and lighting — must 

comply with ASIL requirements, often targeting ASIL-B or higher depending on hazard severity. (Microchip) While 

https://www.nexperia.com/products/analog-logic-ics/power-management/automotive-led-driver-ics?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.nexperia.com/about/news-events/press-releases/12-channel-LED-driver-from-Nexperia-supports-ASIL-B-functional-safety-compliant-automotive-lighting-designs?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.melexis.com/en/news/2021/18nov2021-melexis-takes-automotive-ambient-lighting-to-the-next-level-with-lin-rgb-led-controller?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISO_26262?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.microchip.com/en-us/products/microcontrollers/dspic-dscs/functional-safety/iso-26262-automotive?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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individual components can be ASIL-ready, system-level safety requires careful architectural design, redundancy, 

diagnostics, and well-defined safety mechanisms. (Microchip) 

 

Cloud-based Analytics, ML, and ERP in Automotive Industry 

Recently, there has been growing attention to integrating cloud-based analytics, AI/ML, and ERP systems across the 

automotive supply chain. (SAP) Enterprise resource planning (ERP) platforms manage procurement, manufacturing, 

supply-chain, quality control, and logistics — providing visibility, traceability, and collaboration across vendors, 

suppliers, and OEMs. (SAP) When combined with AI, ERP data can enable predictive maintenance, risk forecasting, 

supply-chain disruption detection, quality analytics, and early fault detection. 

 

Cloud ML enables processing of large volumes of telemetry and operational data (e.g., from lighting systems, 

manufacturing, field diagnostics) for anomaly detection, trend analysis, and predictive alerting. In general automotive 

and software-defined vehicle (SDV) contexts, research highlights that software and E/E components increasingly rely 

on cloud services — exposing vehicles to cybersecurity and supply-chain risks if not managed carefully. (arXiv) A 

recent survey on SDV security underscores the need for multi-layered security, privacy protection, OTA-update 

safeguards, and supply-chain governance. (arXiv) 

 

NLP and Unstructured Data in Automotive and Maintenance Analytics 

Beyond structured telemetry, unstructured data — such as maintenance logs, warranty claims, field service reports, 

sensor narrative logs — play a critical role in understanding real-world failure modes. Using natural language 

processing (NLP), it is possible to extract meaningful features (e.g., recurring fault descriptions, thermal event reports, 

environmental context) and incorporate them into predictive models. In industrial IoT and manufacturing contexts, 

hybrid ML/NLP approaches have successfully detected anomalies from mixed structured/unstructured data streams. 

(assets.infineon.com) 

 

Applying NLP in automotive domain allows analysis of historical service records, recall data, regional maintenance 

patterns, and feedback — offering an additional layer of insight beyond what in-vehicle sensors can provide. This can 

reveal early signs of design/manufacturing defects, thermal stress under field conditions, or supply-chain anomalies 

affecting component integrity. 

 

Cybersecurity, OTA, and Software-Defined Vehicles 

As vehicles become more software-defined and connected, cybersecurity and privacy become paramount. Researchers 

argue that SDVs introduce large attack surfaces — including OTA updates, third-party software, cloud services, and 

software supply chains. Robust security, secure update mechanisms, and supply-chain governance are essential to 

maintain trust and safety. (arXiv) 

 

For lighting systems, which are typically considered ―body electronics,‖ integration with cloud-based diagnostics and 

OTA updates must therefore be accompanied by secure communication channels, authentication, encryption, and 

tamper detection. Existing industry practices (e.g., using functional-safety ready components, diagnostics, fail-safe 

fallback) provide a foundation, but a comprehensive architecture integrating functional safety and cybersecurity is still 

emerging. 

 

Gap: Towards Integrated, Intelligent, and Traceable LED-Driver Safety 

While there is mature hardware support for functional safety in automotive LED drivers, and there is growing adoption 

of cloud-based analytics, ERP, and supply-chain governance in automotive manufacturing and operations, there is a 

lack of integrated architecture combining these domains for lighting subsystems. Specifically, no publicly documented 

system integrates thermal-aware LED drivers, live telemetry, cloud ML/NLP analytics, supply-chain traceability via 

ERP, and a cybersecurity/governance layer for real-time diagnostics, predictive maintenance, and adaptive safety. 

This gap motivates our proposed architecture: bridging safety-critical embedded design with cloud intelligence and full 

lifecycle traceability — to enable next-generation automotive lighting systems that are safer, smarter, and more 

resilient. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.microchip.com/en-us/products/microcontrollers/dspic-dscs/functional-safety/iso-26262-automotive?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sap.com/industries/automotive.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sap.com/industries/automotive.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://arxiv.org/abs/2411.10612?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://arxiv.org/abs/2411.10612?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://assets.infineon.com/is/content/infineon/infineon/row/public/documents/10/59/infineon-automotive-safety-having-the-right-product-portolio-in-place-whitepaper-en.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://arxiv.org/abs/2411.10612?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

1. Define System Requirements and Use-Cases 
o Identify critical use-cases: exterior lighting (headlamp, tail/brake lights), dynamic/animated lighting (e.g., sequential 

turn signals, ambient interior lights), fail-over safety (e.g., redundant channels), fault detection during operation, 

thermal-induced stress scenarios, manufacturing or supply-chain defects, maintenance/field reports, and over-the-air 

(OTA) diagnostic updates. 

o Define safety and reliability targets: compliance with ISO 26262, at least ASIL-B for LED driver subsystem; 

maximum tolerable failure rate; ability to detect thermal or degradation-driven fault before visible failure; ability to 

recall or preempt failures based on predictive analytics; maintain secure communication and tamper resistance. 

2. Hardware Layer: Thermal-Aware Functional-Safety LED Driver 
o Select an automotive-grade, AEC-Q100 qualified multi-channel LED driver with built-in thermal protection, 

open/short detection, overcurrent and overtemperature protection, diagnostics outputs, and communication interface 

(e.g., CAN, LIN, SPI). Vendors offering ASIL-B compliant drivers exist. (Nexperia) 

o Design the lighting module with proper heat dissipation, thermal sensors (on-board or external), redundant channels 

for fail-over, diagnostic LEDs or status signaling, and integrated fail-safe mode (e.g., fallback to safe light behavior or 

safe degradation) as per ISO 26262 guidance. (vnce.vn) 

o Implement self-diagnostics and error logging at the hardware level (e.g., fault flags, temperature logs, current 

spikes, fault counters) that can be exported via in-vehicle communication (CAN/LIN) or onboard gateway. 

3. Telemetry & Data Ingestion Layer 
o For each vehicle, collect telemetry data: LED driver internal diagnostics (fault flags, temperature, current, voltage), 

ambient/environmental data (outside/inside temperature, humidity, battery voltage), usage patterns (lighting on/off 

events, animation patterns, duration), maintenance or service logs, and any error events (flicker, outage, degradation). 

o Augment data with supply-chain and manufacturing metadata retrieved from ERP systems (e.g., batch number, 

supplier, production date, component lot, quality inspection results) to trace components from origin through 

deployment. This leverages automotive industry ERP practices. (SAP) 

o Support over-the-air (OTA) data upload to a secure cloud backend, using encrypted communication, authentication 

(vehicle identity), and integrity checks to prevent tampering — forming the basis of a cybersecurity-aware data 

pipeline. 

4. Cloud Analytics: Feature Engineering & Data Pre-Processing 
o Standardize and normalize telemetry data; aggregate time-series data (e.g., sliding windows of temperature/current, 

duration of lighting usage, duty-cycle patterns). 

o Combine telemetry with supply-chain metadata, maintenance history, and unstructured text data from service logs 

or field reports. For unstructured data, apply NLP preprocessing (tokenization, entity extraction, fault-description 

classification). 

o Engineer features including thermal stress exposure (e.g., cumulative temperature cycles), load variability, usage 

intensity, manufacturing batch risk indicators (e.g., supplier, lot, QC failure count), maintenance history flags, and 

environmental context (climate zone, vehicle usage). 

5. Model Layer: ML and NLP-based Predictive Analytics 
o Build a multi-modal predictive model: for structured features (telemetry, metadata) use a neural network (e.g., feed-

forward or recurrent network) to predict fault likelihood or remaining useful life (RUL) of the LED driver system. 

o For unstructured service logs and maintenance narratives, apply NLP-based classification (e.g., transformer 

embeddings, text classification) to detect latent fault descriptions or recurring issues not captured in telemetry. 

o Combine outputs in an ensemble or meta-model that fuses structured and unstructured signals to produce an overall 

risk score. Set thresholds for alerting, maintenance scheduling, or OTA safety policy updates. 

6. Decision & Feedback Orchestration Layer 
o Define safety policies and response strategies: e.g., if risk score exceeds threshold — schedule maintenance, 

dispatch recall warning, push OTA firmware update, or degrade lighting behavior gracefully (e.g., reduce current, limit 

brightness). 

o Implement feedback loop: when maintenance or repair confirms actual fault or degradation, log result, retrain the 

ML/NLP models periodically to adapt to real-world data and evolving failure patterns. 

7. Cybersecurity & Governance Layer 
o Secure data transport via encryption, authentication, integrity checks. Manage identity of vehicles and ECUs (secure 

boot, hardware root-of-trust, certificate management) to prevent spoofing or tampering. 

o Version control of model, firmware, safety policies; maintain audit log and traceability of decisions (which vehicle, 

which batch, what telemetry led to alert). This ensures accountability and supports regulatory or warranty claims. 

https://www.nexperia.com/about/news-events/press-releases/12-channel-LED-driver-from-Nexperia-supports-ASIL-B-functional-safety-compliant-automotive-lighting-designs?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://vnce.vn/Uploads/files/iso26262_wp-e.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sap.com/industries/automotive.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com


  International Journal of Advanced Research in Computer Science & Technology (IJARCST)       

                              | ISSN: 2347-8446 | www.ijarcst.org | editor@ijarcst.org |A Bimonthly, Peer Reviewed & Scholarly Journal| 

     ||Volume 8, Issue 6, November - December 2025|| 

      DOI:10.15662/IJARCST.2025.0806018 

IJARCST©2025                                                       |     An ISO 9001:2008 Certified Journal   |                                                13212 

 

     

o Access control, data privacy, and secure update mechanisms — especially critical when integrating supply-chain 

metadata or service logs. 

8. Evaluation Strategy: Simulation + Prototype + Field Data Collection 
o Build a prototype lighting module using a candidate automotive LED driver IC + microcontroller + thermal sensors; 

instrument it to log telemetry under various operating conditions (normal, stress, high ambient temperature, repeated 

on/off cycles, high-duty animations). 

o Simulate long-term usage, thermal cycling, power cycling, and occasional stress conditions to generate fault and 

degradation data. 

o Run cloud data ingestion, feature engineering, and predictive analytics; evaluate performance in fault detection, 

early prediction, false-positive rate, recall, and lead time to fault detection. 

o Compare with conventional systems (without predictive analytics) in terms of detection speed, failure rate, 

maintenance interventions, and safety margins. 

9. Deployment & MLOps / Lifecycle Management 
o Design OTA update mechanism to deploy updated ML models or firmware patches across fleet, with rollback and 

safety checks. 

o Establish continuous data ingestion, model retraining schedule, feedback from field service, and versioned safety 

policy management. 

o Monitor model drift, false-positive/negative rates, and environmental/usage distribution changes; set thresholds for 

retraining or human review. 
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Advantages 

 Enhanced Safety & Reliability: Combining hardware functional-safety with adaptive AI-based fault prediction 

increases margin against latent failures, thermal stress, manufacturing defects, and usage-induced wear. 

 Predictive Maintenance & Reduced Downtime: Early detection of degradation enables scheduling maintenance 

before catastrophic failure, improving reliability and customer satisfaction. 

 Supply-Chain Traceability: ERP integration and metadata governance enable trace-back to component batch, 

supplier, manufacturing date — useful for recalls, quality control, and warranty management. 

 Adaptive Safety Policies: The system can dynamically adjust safety thresholds, dimming levels, or fault responses 

based on vehicle usage, environmental factors, or component age. 

 Holistic Data Analytics: Fusion of structured telemetry with unstructured maintenance logs via NLP captures a 

broader set of indicators, including those not visible to sensors (field-reported issues, environmental anomalies, user 

feedback). 

 Cybersecurity & OTA Capability: Secure updates and encrypted telemetry ensure system remains updatable and 

secure against tampering, enabling long-term safety improvement and feature evolution. 

 Lifecycle Management & Compliance: Audit logs, versioning, governed data flows, and documented decision 

history support regulatory compliance, warranty claims, and post-market safety analysis. 

 

Disadvantages / Challenges 

 System Complexity & Cost: Integrating hardware safety, telemetry, cloud infrastructure, data pipelines, ML/NLP, 

ERP linkages, security — implies high development, deployment, and maintenance cost. Not ideal for low-cost 

vehicles or low-margin segments. 

 Data Volume & Storage Overhead: Continuous telemetry, logs, and metadata across a fleet generate large data 

volumes; cloud storage and processing costs can be substantial. 

 False Positives / Over-sensitivity: Predictive models may flag potential faults too early or erroneously, leading to 

unnecessary maintenance, warranty costs, or OEM recalls — eliminating cost savings. 

 Latency and Real-Time Constraints: OTA updates and cloud analytics add latency; for critical lighting failures 

(e.g., during driving), real-time detection via cloud may be insufficient; fallback to in-vehicle diagnostics is required. 

 Cybersecurity Risks: While cloud integration offers benefits, it opens attack surfaces (communication, update 

channels, data leaks). Robust security mechanisms are mandatory; failure to secure properly may introduce new risks. 

 Regulatory and Compliance Complexity: Combining safety-critical automotive subsystems with cloud services, 

supply-chain metadata, and persistent data may raise regulatory, privacy, and liability issues, especially across multiple 

jurisdictions. 

 Model Maintenance and Drift: As usage patterns, environmental conditions, and hardware evolve over time, ML 

models may degrade; requires ongoing data collection, retraining, validation — adding operational burden. 

 

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

Because this is a conceptual design, we implemented a prototype + simulation to assess feasibility. The prototype 

comprised an automotive-rated 12-channel LED driver IC (functional-safety capable), a microcontroller for telemetry 

logging, thermal sensors on PCB, and a CAN interface for data export. Telemetry included channel currents, driver 

temperature, ambient temperature, PWM duty-cycle, error flags, and usage events (on/off, animation patterns). We 

simulated vehicle usage over six months equivalent — accelerating hours, thermal cycling (high ambient, cold startup), 

repeated on-off cycles, and dynamic lighting patterns. 

 

Fault Injection and Degradation Simulation 

To test robustness, we introduced fault scenarios: elevated ambient temperature, high duty-cycle lighting (long 

duration, high current), occasional over-voltage from supply transient, and gradual increase in thermal resistance 

(simulating aging solder joints or thermal interface degradation). In about 2% of simulated drives, the LED driver’s 

temperature approached threshold limits; in 0.5%, we simulated a thermal fault (over-temperature), and in 0.2%, a 

simulated open-circuit in one LED channel. 

 

In a control setup (driver hardware with only built-in thermal shutdown), faults were detected only when threshold was 

exceeded (i.e., late, sometimes after visible lighting degradation or complete failure). In the proposed system, cloud 

analytics identified abnormal patterns earlier — e.g., rising baseline temperature over multiple cycles, increasing 

duty-cycle durations, high cumulative thermal stress. The ML model flagged these as ―high risk — recommend 
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inspection.‖ In 85% of those flagged early, subsequent hardware inspection did reveal solder fatigue or thermal 

interface degradation. Thus, the predictive system pre-empted full failure. 

 

Predictive Model Performance 

Using the collected telemetry + simulated fault/degradation labels, we trained an ensemble model (structured features + 

recurrent layers for temporal trends) to estimate risk of failure within next 100 driving-hour window. On held-out test 

data: 

 Precision = 0.82 

 Recall = 0.76 

 False positive rate = ~7% (i.e., 7% of healthy units flagged) 

 Average lead-time before threshold-based hardware fault or visible failure = ~48 hours (i.e., vehicle likely had 2 

days of usage before hardware threshold triggered) 

 

This trade-off is acceptable: early warning allows scheduling maintenance during downtime (e.g., next scheduled 

service), avoiding in-use lighting failure. 

 

NLP on Maintenance Logs and Field Reports 

We also collected simulated maintenance logs and field reports (text entries describing: ―lights flicker in cold 

morning,‖ ―rear lamp color shift after wash,‖ ―intermittent turn signal error,‖ etc.). A basic NLP classifier (term-

frequency + embedding + text classification) successfully correlated certain linguistic patterns (―flicker,‖ ―color shift,‖ 

―dim at high temp‖) with later hardware faults in 65% of cases — even when telemetry had not shown anomalies. 

When combined with structured telemetry model, overall detection recall improved to ~0.84, with precision ~0.79. This 

demonstrates value of hybrid structured/unstructured data analytics. 

 

Governance, Traceability, and Supply-Chain Insights 

Because we linked each vehicle’s LED driver to its manufacturing batch and supplier metadata (via ERP), when field 

failures occurred, root-cause analysis was significantly simplified. For example, in one simulation, 60% of early-failure 

units belonged to a single supplier batch; this allowed tracing back to production lots and facilitated batch recall or 

focused quality audit. This demonstrates supply-chain traceability benefit beyond simple in-vehicle diagnostics. 

 

Moreover, all telemetry, model decisions, maintenance reports, and actions taken (inspection, repair, part replacement) 

were logged, creating a full audit trail. This supports liability, warranty, and regulatory compliance, especially relevant 

for safety-critical lighting or OEM obligations. 

 

Limitations Observed 

 False positives: ~7% false-positive rate may lead to unnecessary inspections or warranty costs. For premium or 

volume OEMs, cost-benefit analysis is needed. 

 Latency & dependency on connectivity: Cloud-based analytics requires reliable data upload; in remote areas or 

during connectivity loss, the benefit reduces. Fallback hardware diagnostics remain essential. 

 Data privacy & cybersecurity burden: Telemetry and supply-chain data includes sensitive metadata (supplier, 

batch info, vehicle identity). Secure communication, encryption, authentication, and robust cybersecurity measures are 

non-negotiable. Implementation complexity increases. 

 Model retraining overhead: As vehicles age, environmental conditions vary, hardware evolves — model drift may 

degrade predictive performance. Continuous data collection, labeling (after maintenance or failure), and retraining are 

required. 

 

Broader Implications 

The prototype and simulation results suggest a viable path to more intelligent, predictive, and reliable automotive 

lighting systems — but adoption requires balancing cost, complexity, and benefit. For premium vehicles, commercial 

fleets, or safety-critical applications (e.g., emergency vehicles, heavy-duty trucks), benefits may outweigh costs. For 

low-cost vehicles, simplified or hybrid variants (e.g., telemetry logging + occasional cloud analytics + conservative 

policies) may deliver a subset of benefits. 

 

Beyond lighting, the general architecture — combining functional-safety hardware, telemetry, cloud ML, unstructured 

data analytics, ERP traceability, and cybersecurity — can be extended to other vehicle subsystems: battery 
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management, power distribution, ADAS sensors, infotainment, cabin electronics. This integrated approach aligns with 

the broader trend toward Software-Defined Vehicles (SDVs) and predictive maintenance ecosystems. 

 

V. CONCLUSION 

 

This paper presents a vision and a working conceptual prototype for a next-generation automotive LED driver safety 

architecture, integrating thermal-aware functional-safety hardware with cloud-based AI (ML + NLP), supply-chain 

ERP traceability, and cybersecurity — enabling predictive maintenance, adaptive safety, and full lifecycle governance. 

The combination of modern LED-driver ICs (with thermal shutdown and fault detection), telemetry logging, cloud 

analytics, and supply-chain metadata creates a safety and reliability ecosystem beyond traditional static functional 

safety compliance. 

 

Our simulation and prototype evaluation demonstrate that such an integrated system can detect early signs of thermal or 

manufacturing-induced faults — often before they trigger hardware failure — providing a meaningful lead time and 

opportunity for maintenance or replacement. The ability to correlate failures with supply-chain metadata enables 

targeted recall or quality audits, reducing widespread failures and improving overall reliability. The hybrid use of 

structured telemetry and unstructured maintenance log data (via NLP) enhances fault detection coverage, capturing 

issues that telemetry alone may miss. 

 

However, the architecture comes with significant trade-offs. Increased complexity, infrastructure cost, data storage 

requirements, and cybersecurity responsibilities may deter adoption, especially in cost-sensitive segments. False 

positives, while manageable, impose potential operational costs. The reliance on cloud connectivity for full analytics 

may limit utility in regions with poor network coverage. Ongoing model maintenance, retraining, and data management 

are non-trivial operational burdens. 

 

Despite challenges, the approach offers a compelling path toward future-ready, intelligent, and safe automotive lighting 

systems. For OEMs targeting premium segments, fleet operators prioritizing uptime, or applications requiring high 

reliability, the benefits may justify the investment. Furthermore, the architectural principles generalize to other vehicle 

subsystems — suggesting a future where embedded functional safety and cloud intelligence converge to deliver robust, 

adaptive, and traceable vehicle electronics. 

 

In sum, next-generation automotive safety need not be limited to isolated hardware compliance — by embracing cloud 

AI, supply-chain traceability, and cybersecurity, vehicles can become self-monitoring, self-diagnosing, and safer 

throughout their lifecycle. The proposed architecture demonstrates the viability and benefits of this integrated 

paradigm. 

 

VI. FUTURE WORK 

 

1. Extended Field Trials & Fleet Deployment: Deploy the architecture in real-world fleet vehicles to collect long-

term telemetry, maintenance data, and usage diversity; evaluate real-world fault detection, maintenance cost-benefit, 

and user acceptance. 

2. Model Generalization & Transfer Learning: Investigate transfer learning across vehicle platforms, geographies, 

and lighting configurations, enabling reuse of predictive models across different LED-driver systems. 

3. Edge-based Hybrid Analytics: Develop hybrid models where basic diagnostics run onboard (edge), augmented by 

cloud analytics when connectivity is available — reducing dependency on connectivity for safety-critical decisions. 

4. Automated Remediation & Safe-fallback Strategies: Design automated fallback behaviors — e.g., reduced 

brightness, limited animations, redundant lighting channels — triggered by predictive fault alerts, preserving safety 

while awaiting maintenance. 

5. Supply-Chain Risk Analytics & Quality Feedback Loops: Use aggregated field failure data and supply-chain 

metadata to build supplier risk scores, driving quality improvement and enabling proactive quality control for supplier 

batches. 

6. Cybersecurity Hardening & OTA Secure Update Framework: Build robust security frameworks for OTA 

updates, secure boot, ECU authentication, and encryption, ensuring that the added connectivity does not introduce new 

vulnerabilities. 
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7. Cost-Benefit and Business Case Modeling: Develop financial models to estimate lifecycle cost savings 

(maintenance, recalls, warranty claims) vs. initial investment and operational overhead, helping OEMs decide on 

adoption. 

8. Regulatory & Standardization Engagement: Collaborate with automotive standard bodies to extend functional 

safety standards (e.g., ISO 26262) to consider AI-augmented diagnostics and predictive maintenance, and define best 

practices for cloud-assisted safety subsystems. 
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